It's all about intentional
choices that support
your bigger goals
for 2026.

Christmas in Australia is a time for sunshine, seafood, and celebration—but it can also stretch the
budget. Whether you're saving for a deposit on your first home, planning a renovation, or planning an
investment property purchase in the new year, being financially savvy this festive season can help
you start 2026 on the right foot.

Here's how to enjoy the magic of the holidays without blowing your budget:

1. Set a Realistic Budget Early

Before the tinsel goes up, take a moment to map out your festive spending. List your expected
costs—gifts, food, travel, decorations, events—and assign a limit to each. Budgeting apps like
Pocketbook or MoneyBrilliant can help you track spending in real time.

Tip: Leave a buffer for unexpected costs like last-minute gifts or extra groceries. A little planning now
can save a lot of stress in January.

2. Rethink Gift-Giving

Gift-giving doesn’t have to mean overspending. Secret Santa is a great option for large families or
friend groups. Set a price cap and focus on thoughtful, useful gifts. Homemade treats, framed photos,
or experience vouchers (like a picnic or babysitting offer) can be more meaningful than store-bought
items.

Tip: Start early and look out for sales or local markets for unique, affordable finds. Shopping with a list
helps avoid impulse buys.

3. Simplify the Feast

A traditional Christmas spread can be delicious—but expensive. This year, consider a more relaxed
approach. Roast chicken, pasta salads, or BBQs can be just as festive. A “bring a plate” lunch not only
shares the cost but also brings everyone into the celebration.

Tip: Shop seasonal produce and look for specials in the weeks leading up to Christmas. Planning your
menu early helps avoid last-minute splurges.

4. Decorate Creatively
You don’t need to spend big to make your home feel festive. Reuse decorations from previous years
or get creative with DIY projects. Natural elements like eucalyptus, pinecones, or beach shells add a
uniquely Aussie touch.

Tip: Involve the kids in making paper chains, salt dough ornaments, or hand-painted baubles. It's a fun,
low-cost way to create memories.
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5. Plan Travel Wisely

If you're heading away, book early to lock in better prices. Consider carpooling with family or friends, or
even celebrating locally to save on fuel and accommodation. If you alternate travel years with extended
family, you can reduce costs and stress.

Tip: Use travel comparison sites and set price alerts for flights or accommodation. Even a short stayca-
tion can feel special with the right mindset.

6. Be Credit Card Conscious

It's easy to swipe now and worry later, but remember—credit card debt can linger long after the
decorations come down. If you're planning a home loan or refinance in the new year, high credit card
limits (even unused) can reduce your borrowing power.

Tip: Consider lowering your credit limits or consolidating cards before applying for a loan. It’s one of
those puzzle pieces that can make a big difference.

7. Focus on What Matters

The best parts of Christmas don’'t come with a price tag. Time with loved ones, shared meals, laughter,
and connection are what truly make the season special. Give yourself permission to celebrate simply
and meaningfully.

Tip: Start a new tradition that doesn’t cost a cent—like a beach walk, backyard cricket match, or movie
night under the stars.

Being money savvy this
Christmas doesn’t mean .
missing out—it means making
intentional choices that
support your bigger goals.

Whether you're dreaming of a \
new home, planning a dream ‘

renovation, or building your
investment portfolio,
every smart decision now
is a step closer to your future.

We wish you a very
Money Savvy :
Christmas. =
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Do it once. Do it right.

Disclaimer. The content of this article is general in nature and is presented for informative
purposes. It is not intended to constitute tax or financial advice, whether general or personal
nor is it intended to imply any recommendation or opinion about a financial product. It does
not take into consideration your personal situation and may not be relevant to circumstances.
Before taking any action, consider your own circumstances and seek professional advice. This
content is protected by copyright laws and various other intellectual property laws. It is not to
be modified, reproduced or republished without prior written consent.
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